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Inverleith Ward City of Edinburgh Council Elections 2017 

 

Here to Help 

On May 4, I am standing as an independent community candidate in the Inverleith Ward in 

the City of Edinburgh Council elections.  Building on my reputation for robust local action & 

representation, I pledge to:  

• Help you access the services you need  

• Support you with local difficulties & challenges  

• Work tirelessly & effectively on your behalf  

• Represent your views, unlike party politicians who put party policy and party profile 

first  

• Ensure that the Council concentrates on providing high-quality core services to improve 

our daily lives  

• Consult you effectively on key citywide & local issues   

• Hold regular community surgeries, attend community events & invite you to sign up for 

postal & email communications  

I am standing as an independent, community candidate because our local services have been cut 

over the last few years whilst investment in the city centre continues.  The City of Edinburgh 

Council should re-focus on services in our communities, tailored to our community needs.  This 

includes improving our schools and social care services. I call for more government investment in 

Edinburgh’s city centre and in Edinburgh’s businesses because of Edinburgh’s national economic 

importance, to free up investment in our communities.  But spending the income the Council has 

more wisely, with no unnecessary ‘glamour’ items, would help to refocus Council priorities.  

 

An Independent Councillor 

• I would not form part of a coalition.  Instead, I would take positions on big issues, on an 

issue by issue basis, consulting residents as widely and quickly as I could. 

• Instead of ‘disappearing’ up to City Chambers, I would work hard to remain connected to 

residents, consulting and delivering leaflets regularly as well as holding surgeries and 

attending community events and meetings. I would establish an extensive email database, 

in order to keep residents informed and to consult them.   

• I would contribute to the best of my ability to the life of Inverleith’s communities and to the 

life of Edinburgh, always seeking to help residents to stay connected locally and to the city, 

if they wish to.  
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Local Priorities 

I will work to resolve identified local needs and issues eg 

 the need to ensure that older people in our communities feel connected locally and to the 

city 

 the need to ensure that as Edinburgh residents, we all feel that Edinburgh is our city and 

that we can all access the opportunities that the capital city offers 

 more early years places at Blackhall Nursery to meet the needs of local families 

 ensuring that there are enough early years and school places for local children at their local 

early years centres/schools. Whilst early years places are not based on catchments, families 

still need places which are close to their homes and schools 

 the need for a community hub in Blackhall/Craigleith 

 the need for recreation and sports spaces in Blackhall 

 support Stockbridge residents as they oppose unwelcome developments and support them 

as they continue to oppose and/or scrutinise the Raeburn Place Foundation development 

which is disproportionately large  

 the retention of the 42 bus which connects the Inverleith Ward and brings business to 

Stockbridge 

 the retention of the 13 bus which has been under threat twice in the past. The service is 

coming up for review in autumn 2017 

 increasing Sunday afternoon bus services into the city centre when paid parking is 

introduced in 2018 eg the 41 

 increasing bus services to the Royal Infirmary on Sundays (eg currently only one 38 bus per 

hour) 

 speed limit enforcement on Telford Rd, Craigcrook Rd, Inverleith Place and Row, Arboretum 

Row and Rd and Queensferry Rd 

 a speed reduction to 30MPH on Queensferry Rd as far as Barnton, as 40MPH past Blackhall 

Library, the Quality St junction and past the Royal High School back gate is far too fast – and 

vehicles don’t even stick to 40MPH 

 improvements for pedestrians who cross at/from: Craigcrook Rd to Quality St; Strachan Rd; 

Crewe Rd South; Telford Rd; Craigcrook Rd; Queensferry Rd 

 pressing for pedestrian improvements at the Flora Stevenson roundabout 

 dropped kerbs for wheelchairs and buggies 

 maintained pavements: uneven surfaces are hazardous for older people. 

 

Edinburgh, Our Capital City  

• More funding from the Scottish Government for Edinburgh: our city deserves special 

treatment  

• The robust protection of Edinburgh’s heritage  
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• Year-round support for Edinburgh’s vibrant artistic & cultural life with discounted access for 

local people   

• Strategies to involve young people and older people in the cultural life of our city  

• Positive strategies to tackle anti-social behaviour such as vandalism, aggressive driving & 

cycling, discourteous parking & dog-fouling .  

 

Economy and Work  

• Tourist bed tax   

• Council tax – hardship/means testing or appeals system for older/vulnerable people on very 

restricted budgets eg widows  

• Support and mentoring for young people and start-up businesses  

• Support and showcase events for artists/makers   

• Support and showcasing for women and young people with start-up businesses  

• Better promotion of Edinburgh’s business and cultural success stories  

• Support and showcasing for Edinburgh’s social enterprises  

• Entrepreneurial skills-sharing with school pupils  

• City strategies to help returners to work, including a focus on women with children  

• Working with employers to ensure that talent stays in Edinburgh rather than migrates south 

for careers  

• Encouraging more high quality apprenticeship opportunities in the city. 

 

Cleansing & Recycling  

• Strategies to tackle particular local issues eg dog-fouling, noise, commercial waste 

• More effective rubbish collections, sensitive to the needs of different areas  

• Recycling kerbside collections for schools, voluntary organisations, community centres and 

early years centres.  

 

Recreation  

• Community empowerment to use new legislation to acquire Council assets to meet 

identified community needs  

• Leisure facilities & opportunities in communities where there are none, for all ages eg in 

Blackhall and Craigleith. 

 

Housing & Homes  

• Building a sustainable future for Edinburgh, prioritising affordable homes for younger 

people and families and encouraging fair shared equity schemes and other innovations eg 

flatlets 

• Planning gain decided by communities and for schools and to support sustainable transport 

links  
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• Rental market: develop relationship with private sector landlords and support/enforce high 

quality provision  

• Student accommodation: work to connect students to their local communities and to the 

city. 

 

Education and Libraries  

• More early years provision to meet families’ needs, including at Blackhall Nursery  

• Proper provision and investment in additional support for learning, including more places at 

special schools and more tailored provision tapping into national expertise eg subscribe to 

CALL Scotland’s service  

• Work for improvements in attainment, with high expectations of all learners 

• More places at special schools for children who need them as well as places that a tailored 

to those children’s needs  

• Strategies to ensure that the best teachers and headteachers want to work and live in 

Edinburgh  

• More use of libraries as community hubs eg with cafes   

• Extension of library support scheme for housebound or frail older people. 

 

Community & Health  

• Focus on community empowerment and social enterprise/community development trust 

opportunities 

• Better public transport access to the Royal Infirmary from North Edinburgh eg more 

frequent Sunday service for the 38 

• Promotion of community cohesion and local volunteering to address social isolation as our 

city expands    

• Promotion of walking and cycling   

• Social care – making it work, exploring community empowerment opportunities 

• City maps of toilets and of nappy changing facilities (including those in shops) so that 

everyone can stay included in the city. 

 

Roads & Transport  

• 20MPH: I am concerned that this is a ‘cheap’ strategy which does not address the very 

specific causes of accidents in Edinburgh. Unfortunately, I have little trust in traffic and 

transport schemes devised by Labour administrations after my congestion charging and 

tram experiences, where ‘information’ provided to the public was either partial or biased. I 

have briefly reviewed accidents over the last five years: accident ‘hotspots’ in Inverleith 

include Telford Rd, Ferry Rd and Queensferry Rd which do not have 20MPH limits; they 

have inadequate pedestrian crossings particularly near key destinations and near bus stops.  

Speed reduction may reduce the seriousness of accidents. However, road-user confusion 
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and air pollution are concerns. 30MPH zones are not currently enforced; what chance is 

there of 20MPH zones being enforced?  If elected, I would press for six monthly and annual 

reviews, and for more extensive air pollution monitoring.  Outside the city centre, many of 

Edinburgh’s serious accidents involve two cars rather than pedestrians or cyclists  

• The repair & maintenance of pavements & roads for all users where it is needed, not by pre-

determined rotation if no repairs are needed 

• Enhanced bus services to meet local needs and to support Edinburgh’s businesses eg 42 

service  and improved Sunday bus services when city centre parking charges are introduced 

on Sundays from 1pm in 2018 

• Integrated ticketing system with tickets valid for one hour for transfers/multiple bus 

changes 

• Accessibility improvements for disabled residents  

• The promotion of walking, cycling & bus use with low cost or free bus travel for children and 

young people  

• More bike racks for bike parking in the city centre 

• ‘Boris’ bikes and better provision in the city centre for bikes eg lanes 

• Speed enforcement for cyclists and action on dangerous cycling eg jumping traffic lights  

• Walking/cycling routes into the city centre and to employment hubs  

• Cycle training and safer routes to school promotion in schools  

• Supported walks and public transport use (ie recruiting volunteer companions) for those 

who need it, to keep frail/vulnerable people connected to community and city life. 

 

NO MORE… 

No more inward-looking and unsettling bureaucratic restructures: the last five years seem to 

have been spent trying to rejig the Council and to disguise job losses as restructuring.  New 

neighbourhoods, new names: confusion for the public and uncertainty and job losses for staff.  

Vanity projects: the city is mortgaged up to the hilt by the tram debts; vast amounts of public 

money were wasted on the guided busway and on the congestion charging referendum. 

‘Seen to be doing’ traffic and transport projects: So many expensive mistakes with public money 

have been made in the past.  Can we please learn from these?? A focus on what local communities 

want plus investment in grass roots/community improvements should be the priority.  


